COVID19 Countermeasures taken by Three Offices
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Measures taken for oral proceedings
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Online oral proceedings
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In accordance with the government
guidelines for COVID-19 treatment
based on  spread of the virus,
IPTAB makes arrangements on the
scheduling of the oral proceedings
(delay, suspend, etc.). If it is
inevitable to hold oral
proceedings, it is recommended to do
so in a video format (video oral
hear ings).
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In—person  oral hearing will be
held only when the panel of
administrative judges find it
absolutely necessary, including when
there is a request from the parties

or there is a consent from the both

parties.
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Face-to—-face oral proceedings are
conducted with application of
COVID-19  countermeasures.
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If a party concerned is unable to
attend oral proceedings due to the
COVID-19, an online oral inguiry in
lieu of oral proceedings is
conducted with the consent of both
parties.
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Working on a legal revision to allow
parties concerned to attend oral
proceedings online.
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At the beginning of the COVID-19
break, on-site oral proceedings were
completely suspended and all online
oral proceedings were adopted; in
the later stage, online oral
proceedings were mainly used to
cooperate with on-site oral
proceedings.
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Online examination of evidence
(examination of witnesses,
examination of documents,
inspection, etc.)
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Even for video oral proceedings,
all participants also have to
appear at the IPTAB video hearing
room. In that sense, evidence
examination for video oral hearings
will be conducted in the same way
for in-person proceedings.
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However, if the evidence is
submitted on the date of oral
proceedings, document camera may be
used for inspection in detail.

When requested from the panel of
judges, it is required to submit the
copy of  evidence that will be sent
to the other party.
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Working on a legal revision to
allow parties concerned to attend
examination of evidence online.
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Witness testimony must provide
written content, combined with
online review, the document can be
mailed by the party concerned, and
the collegiate panel will verify the
authenticity on behalf of the other
party after approval.
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Online access to online oral
proceedings by members of the public
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No online access available for
public admission.  Members of
public should appear at the hearing
room for observation, either in

Daejeon or Seoul.
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Necessity of introducing online

observation is under consideration.
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Online access to online oral
proceedings after obtaining of
consent of the collegiate panel and
the login account of the remote

trial system
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For the moment, in principle,
restricted to IT Trial Court and

the 1st Trial Court out of three
trial courts* with consideration of
air circulation and adequate space
for social distancing. (*JPO main
building (IT Trial Court) and METI
Annex Building (the 1st Trial Court, | In the Oral Trial Courts of the

Location restrictions for In—person oral hearings shall be the 2nd Trial  Court)) Reexamination and Invalidation
in—person oral proceedings conducted among one of the 6 BIEM= &I MEE H2ISIIE | Department, or 11 circuit trial
hearing rooms in Daejeon st S22 220| 2L 00F ol2Z | courts over the country.
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Circuit Trials are possible with
attention given to parties and
infectious diseases
countermeasures.
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Masks, non-contact thermometers, Circulator, thermometer, sanitizer,

sanitizer, (disposable) microphone | and face shields

covers, sanitary gloves, acrylic ol M2dI0IE (3] =8&Xl),

boards, regular disinfection M23H, £45H, HOoIA &5
Infection prevention equipment OrA3, HIESEA M2, £&2=H, Masks. thermometers, reqular
(circulator, thermometer, sanitizing | OFOI3HH, SAHE2, EH2t8H0], During oral proceedings, the door is disin%ection healtr’1 code
liquid, face shields, etc.) A A= kept open (with the exception of verifioation’

. I . . In-canera procedures) for DA, M, FIIR AS, AY

2SR E |8t HHI(SI|I=2&XI, When entering the hearings rooms ventilation using a circulator. R2S (health code) &0l
MeA, MEM, HolA He 5) located in Daejeon, all =42 Hz Sol= S#IIE A -

participants should go through EYUEE 2HE ™M ol A2IOIHE

infrared thermal imaging system. OlZ2(HIBM EXtel 2L M)
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Cleaning the doors, desks, chairs,

and microphones, etc before and
after oral proceedings.
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Preparing a bottle of hand sanitizer

at the entrance to the Trial Court
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party attendance

SHAMK & &=

HQ

a

No restrictions in principle, but
it has been  recommended to
restrict the number of attendance to
2 attendees per each party since
the government social distancing
level was raised to level 2 in
November  2020.
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3 attendees maximum in principle
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In case where 4 or more attendees
are required, a maximum of 3
attendees may be seated at the table
for the party.
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Parties are requested to limit the
number of other related
individuals, such as witnesses or
spectators, to the minimum.
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public attendance
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In accordance with the government
guidelines for social-distancing,
only limited number of members of
the public is allowed for
observation based on the capacity of
the hearing room.

Available seats are limited to
maintain social distance.
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No more than four attendees whether
proceedings or not.
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online oral

requirements for online
oral proceedings.
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It has been advised to restrict
public admission as of November
2020.
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Several public auditors are
permitted to attend the on-site oral
proceeding until now.
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Requests to attendees (masks,
microphones, etc.)

All participants should wear masks
throughout the proceedings, use
hand sanitizer, and go through body
temperature check.
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Use disposable antimicrobial

Wear a mask (panel, trial clerk,

parties, witnesses, spectators)
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Panel and trial clerk carefully wash
their hands and wear gloves when
handling the originals of evidences,

No special requirements for online
oral proceedings.
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On-site oral proceedings
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Application in advance;
1. AFEASE

= 5 = S2 FH2E A, AR
ES QIAISH(OIAT &, 2o Al ) _ ’ .
_ microphone cover and  use HEAIRZ2 &2 JHRO0| WD H2S | Health codes, oral proceeding
atola AlE 8) . . ) - .
disposable gloves when dealing with =E notices, masks;
the evidence. 2. 2A2QRZE=(health code), F=4alzl
A3 E s 00|13 HHE AIEold, | Wear a face shield when necessary SXA, 0tA3
SHEH S8 F3E Oe 23S ZRAl HOIA €E =2 Wearing a mask throughout the oral
a2 =23 proceeding is a must.
Speak using a microphone 3. #=4cl & BIEA DIA3 8
Ol0I3 &€ 0I83dtH &A
. . Check health codes and ensure that
. . Attendees are requested to fill in a )
Physical condition check of . ) . ) every attendee comes from low-risk
Check body temperature with the guestionnaire before entering the
attendees area.
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non-contact  thermometer .
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Trial Court.
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Body temperature check by a
non-contact thermometer
HEZSA H2HE MsSIIH A2 53

Accept or reject attendance

according to the results of

questionnaire and body temperature
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Other COVID-19
used for oral proceedings

countermeasures
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1 video oral hearing room and 2
technological explanatory session
rooms were established in Seoul
Office in December 2020 (mostly
for online technology explanatory
session, but may be used for video
oral hearing with one party
appear ing at Seoul Office, if
necessary).
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Communications regarding oral
proceedings using email instead of
FAX with consent of party concerned
to allow communications while

working  from home
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Delivery of notification of

matters to be examined prior to the
date

ACIMNESAAHY MESE
Arrangement  of oral proceedings
date
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Oral proceedings statement brief
delivery prior to proceedings date
V=AM AEESE

Written confirmation of the date
=420 AMBEQI

Confirmation of attendees
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Increase the equipment and courts
available for online oral
proceedings (added 10 remote trial

court)
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Trial record copy delivery
I XA B2 Y
Other communications
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Relief measures for procedures affected by COVID-19
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of time limits

Request for extension of designated
time limit, request for change of
oral hearing date, request for
suspension of  proceedings filed by
the parties due to COVID-19 will be
accepted as much as possible.
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In principle, request for extension
of designated time |imit is only
available once for fast-track trials
and accelerated trials. However,
if the request for extension is made
due to COVID-19, such  request will
be accepted as much as possible.
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Request for designated time limit
extensions
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Submission of a document, such as
a written statement, etc.,
containing “the extension period
requested” and “specific reasons
for the necessity of such an
extension.” Submission by FAX or
Email is accepted.
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Extend the designated time limit ex
officio(No fee required)
2. MASZE XHIZ2 HE (=22
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Extensions are a maximum of 1 month
(request for additional extension is
possible when necessary)

3. EO I8 HAE(EQA Fot HF
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No special period extension
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Relief
meet time |imits
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measures when failing to

e} of

1) When  the proceeding has been
invalidated due to a failure to meet
the designated period for making
an amendment to Petitions for Trial
and/or 2) when failing to meet the
period for filing a petition for the
appeal against a decision to reject
application due to COVID-19, such
delay shall be deemed to be affected
by a cause not imputable to
him/herself ( “reasons beyond the
person’ s control” ) and entitled to
relief measures.
IZLHI AIRZE 1) A®
23|12t ZUotH EXt
4 2) HEZIES

FFI12tE st =0
TH eE

Relief must be requested within 2
months from the date of when such
cause ceases to exist and within 1
year after the expiry of the
period for amendment of invalidation
of procedure or period for filing
the petition for the appeal against
a decision to reject application.
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Relief request when failing to meet
designated time limits
XEII2E DIESAl 2HANA Jbs

Relief request when failing to meet
a statutory time limit is possible
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Trial/appeal procedures for which
relief measures are provided by law
when failing to meet time limits

due to “reasons beyond the

person’ s control”
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Relief must be requested within 6
months after expiry of the period
and within 14 days (within two
months for non-residents) after
proceeding with the procedure
becomes possible.
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Reasons for having failed the
procedure must be explained in the
document concerning said procedure
or in a written statement.

3. X 0I&E+ AMFE BIEA Y
ATEXS AEANT T= HH

=Ml BAICIOO0F SHCEH.

If the party concerned delays the
time limit stipulated in the Patent
Law and its implementation rules or
the time limit specified by CNIPA
due to epidemic-related reasons,
resulting in the loss of its rights,
the party concerned may within 2
months from the date of removal of
the obstacle, and at the latest
within 2 years from the date of
expiration, request the

restoration of rights. |f request
the restoration of rights, no need
to pay the fee for restoration of
rights, but submitting a written
request for restoration of rights is
required, explaining the reasons,
and attaching corresponding
supporting materials, and going
through the corresponding
procedures that should be completed
before the loss of rights.
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No related exemptions of documentary

Exemption of documentary evidence
(providing effects of COVID-19) for

Exemption of certain documents evidence for relief when failing to relief when failing to meet .
i tatut iy limit. tatut f limit No related exemptions
meet a statutory time |imi ] statutory time limits ] 22 oiF oS
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Measures taken in appeal/trial examination in the Trial and Appeal Department
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When the parties request for the
suspension of  trial/appeal Temporary suspension of the
proceedings due to COVID-19, such fol lowing cases under the
request will be accepted as much as Declaration of a State of Emergency
possible. HIAAIEH QA OIS &89 AL
AMECAIRIDI Z2LH9E MRE Xt LAISX
BXSANE dHOl= 3R 2= 8
] Cases in which interrogation of
Suspension of procedures
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For inter partes cases which
involve non-resident as an either
party, where international postal
service is suspended, such trial
proceedings shall be suspended ex
officio.
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witnesses, inspections, or expert
testimony is requested

1. BNE, 38 = ZFHO|
ulRol- Al I}
Cases which require direct visual
examination of the original
documentary evidence
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No suspension
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Adoption of
proceedings

documentary

The presiding administrative judge
may proceed with either oral
hear ings or documentary hearings.
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Even when there is a request for
oral hearings from the parties, if
the presiding administrative judge
finds that trial decision can be
made solely based on the examination
of documents, trial proceedings
may be conducted by documentary
hear ing without conducting an oral
hearing.
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[f it is decided to conduct
documentary hearing, it is
recommended to utilize interview
and/or explanatory session by
telephone or online.
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Switching to documentary proceedings
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Switched to documentary proceedings
in principle under the Declaration
of a state of emergency (April 7 to
May 25, 2020)
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Ouring that the emergency period, if
required, online interviews or
online oral inquiries were
conducted.
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Adoption of documentary proceedings
if the facts of the case are

simple and in line with the relevant

provisions of “Examination

Guidelines”
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Online interviews or online
technical explanatory sessions may
be conducted using online
video-conferencing system (On-nara
video—-conferencing system, created
by the Korean government which may
be used across all public
agencies).

Online interviews using
video—conferencing platforms
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Submission of documents by emai |
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No online meeting with the parties.
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Online discussion among collegiate
panel members.
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When conducting online interview or
online technical explanatory
session, signatures from the parties
for interview/session report may
be waived with the consent from the
parties
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ALK Solotol HE/EHSIIIEA0
SAT MY EHA

e o

Exemption of autograph on the record
of interview with the consent of the
party concerned
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of staff members
(Administrative Judges, Clerks)

Teleworking

In accordance with the government
guidelines on the level of

‘social distancing’ , the following
is guidance is applied for
teleworking:

Level 1: About one-fifth of
employees may telework.

Level 1.5 & 2: About one-third of
employees may telework

Level 2.5 At least one—third of
employees are advised to telework.
Level 3: it is required for all
employees, except those  whose
mission is deemed essential, to
telework.
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Teleworking of TAD staff members at
a certain telework rate
(Administrative  judges, Clerks)
SO ATZ(TAD)E 2E HISZ2 W
D2 AA(AEE, ATAIRH)
Provisions of various tools
supporting teleworking
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According to the actual requirements
of epidemic prevention and control,
all members of the collegiate panel
can work remotely. At present,
some members work remotely from
home .
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Regardless of the COVID-19,
administrative judges, trial
researchers and formality examiners
are allowed to telework at any time

with the permission from the
President of the IPTAB.
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Other measures taken in appeal/trial
examination
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Acrylic boards have been set in
interview rooms and meeting rooms.
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Acrylic boards in
interview/meeting rooms
HEAl /SO AN Ol 220l AXI

Circuit Trials should be examined
and approved
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